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Review Article

Examining the Components of
New Atheismin Emerging Religious and Spiritual Movements

Abdolgasem Karimi'®

& Abstract

Emerging religious and spiritual movements built upon the tenets of New Atheism and
contemporary neo-paganism seek to eliminate God from the realm of absolute sovereignty and
ontological efficacy in the cosmos, thereby displacing the Abrahamic religions from the landscape
of modern human existence. To advance their objectives, these movements selectively appropriate
ancient religious traditions, philosophical and mystical schools, and scientific developments,
employing both soft (ideological) and hard (institutional/technological) mechanisms. They
are characterized by a range of distinctive features, including distorted syncretism, secular
spirituality, millenarianism, personality-centered leadership, radical individualism, superstition,
reincarnationism, and the instrumentalization of women andyouth.

Western scholars of religion and spirituality generally characterize the modus operandi of these
movements as utilitarian, manipulative, and hedonistic. They contend that these currents exploit
the modern vacuum of authentic faith and spirituality—a void that has plunged many individuals into
existential bewildermentand a pervasive loss of meaning—in pursuit of their self-serving agendas.

In response, a contingent of Islamic scholars, drawing upon Islamic philosophical and theological
(Kalam) foundations as well as Qur'anic teachings regarding the impossibility of thwarting the
Divine Will (‘adam ta‘jiz), has critically evaluated these claims and formulated both constructive
(proactive) and preventative (defensive) strategies to counter them. Utilizing a documentary analysis
methodology, this fundamental study examines the principal components of these emerging
movementsacross both contemporaryand prospective future horizons.

Keywords: Religious movements; Spiritual currents; Constitutive components; New Atheism;
Emerging movements.
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Research Article
A Comparative Study of the Sources of

Moral Knowledgeinthe Thought of Shaykh al-Tiistand Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar
Hamidreza GhorbaniMobin'®
HosseinZare>®

& Abstract

Employing a comparative-analytical approach, this study examines the sources of moral

knowledge in the thought of Shaykh al-Tusi and Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar. Its primary objective is to
investigate their convergences and divergences regarding the foundational sources of moral
epistemology—namely, reason (‘aql), revelation (wahy), and sense perception (hiss)—as well as the
doctrine of intrinsic rational goodness and badness (al-husn wa-I-qubh al-‘agliyan) and the dialectic
between reason and transmitted texts (naql).

The findings indicate that both theologians share a fundamental commitment to moral
rationalism. They regard reason as an autonomous source for discerning moral values, affirm the
objectivity and intrinsic nature of moral good and evil, and consider revelation a complementary and
elucidating guide for reason. The locus of their divergence, however, lies in the scope and epistemic
authority of this reason. Adopting a foundationalist and autonomous approach, Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar
posits reason asthe finalandimmediate arbiter of epistemicjustification (hujjiyyah), maintaining that
even thevalidity of transmitted texts ultimately depends uponits rational validation.

Conversely, operating within the framework of Imami ShiTtheology, Shaykh al-Tusi situates reason
within an integrated epistemological matrix composed of reason, transmitted revelation, and the
doctrine of infallibility (‘ismah). In this model of "guided rationalism," reason retains its foundational
primacy butreceivesits ultimate directionthroughtheinfallibleinterpretation of divine revelation.

This comparative analysis thereby reveals two distinct yetintellectually robust models of religious
rationality, both of which offer valuable insights for contemporary inter-sectarian dialogue and
constructive engagementwith modern moral philosophy.

Keywords: Moral epistemology; Shaykh al-Tusi; Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar; Reason; Revelation;
Rationalgood and evil; Sense perception.
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St

issuing edicts of excommunication and apostasy (takfir and irtidad) against fellow Muslims, opposing
the advancement of Islamic sciences, and, ultimately, disrupting sound sociopolitical governance.
The study concludes that a profound understanding of Tawhid and the cultivation of a rational,
monotheism-centered discourse can significantly advance the civilizational objectives of the ijtihad-
basedintellectual tradition

Keywords: Tawhid (Monotheism); Neo-Salafism; Islamic Revolution; Modern Islamic civilization;
Religiousthought.
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Research Article
A Critical Examination of the Tension Between Neo-Salafi Conceptions of Tawhid
and the Civilizational Vision of the Islamic Revolution
Hossein Yousefi' ©®
AliKhayyat?
Seyyed AliDelbari* ®
Seyyed Mahmoud Marviyan Hosseini* ®

& Abstract

Excessive literalism (nagl-gara’) constitutes a profound challenge to the project of contemporary
Islamic civilization-building. By emphasizing a strictly transcendent conception of monotheism
(tawhid tanzihi) and rejecting intellectual renewal (naw-andishi), Neo-Salafism contests the
vision of a modern Islamic civilization, prioritizing instead individual religiosity and moral reform.
This orientation stands in stark contrast to the civilizational vision of the Islamic Revolution, which,
anchoredin Shi‘Trationality, seeks to constructa new Islamic civilization. Within this latter framework,
Tawhid serves as the ultimate foundation for governance and political authority, and its concrete

sociopolitical realizationis viewed as the overarching civilizational objective.

The central question addressed in this study is: How does the Neo-Salafi conception of Tawhid
obstruct the civilizational trajectory of the Islamic Revolution? Employing a documentary and
library-based methodology, this research critically examines this issue. The findings indicate that
Neo-Salafism, through its insistence on a transcendent interpretation of Tawhid and its rejection
of Islamic intellectual renewal, hinders collective civilization-building by narrowing its focus to
individualistic and ethical reform. Specifically, this approach engenders several critical challenges:
characterizing contemporary Muslim societies as living in a state of pre-Islamicignorance (jahiliyyah),
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Reconceptualizing Religioninthe Modern Age:

ACritique of the Prevailing Conception of Irreligion
AliRezaci-Moghaddam' ®
Javad Akbari—Motlagh?

& Abstract

With the advent of modernity, the abandonment of traditional religiosity is increasingly framed
as a rational and emancipatory choice—a stance that constitutes the prevailing conception of
irreligion. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology rooted in the philosophy of religion and
contemporary Islamictheology (kalamjadid), this article posits that the concept of "absoluteirreligion"
isfundamentally anillusory construct. The human being is inherently oriented toward meaning, hope,
value, and communion with a transcendent reality. Because the necessity for an ultimate meaning-
system is innate and primordial (fitr7), any void in this existential realm is inevitably occupied by
substitute frameworks characterized by implicit polytheism (shirk).

Drawing on Qur'anictypologies, this study categorizes religion into three fundamental paradigms:
the Religion of Truth (Din al-Haqq), the Religion of False Deities (Din al-Taghtt), and the Religion of
Servitude (Din al-'‘Abid). Within this framework, modern ideologies—such as humanism, secularism,
and liberalism—are critically analyzed as "surrogate religions." Findings reveal that these paradigms
function either as the Religion of Taghut, driven by an anthropocentric teleology, or as the Religion of
Servitude, defined by a hedonistic teleology. Consequently, they serve as the primary sources of the
ontological and epistemological crises in the contemporary world. Ultimately, the article proposes a
reformative-revivalist model to distinguish the Primordial Religion (Din al-Fitrah) from subservience to
illegitimate or deficient religious substitutes.

Keywords: Irreligion, Primordial Religion (Din al-Fitrah), Religion of Taghat, Surrogate Religions,
Secularism, Humanism.
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whose constituent parts act in complete harmony toward a defined teleological purpose. Adopting
this conceptual framework yields transformative principles for human-environmental interaction,
providing effective mechanisms for preventing, mitigating, and rectifying ecological degradation.
Moreover, this perspective offers a philosophically robust, well-reasoned response to critics who
mischaracterize Islamicteachings asthe root cause of environmental harm.

Keywords : Systems perspective on existence; Best Possible Order (Nizamal-Ahsan); Ecological

—m

ethics; Environmental crises; ‘Allamah Tabataba't.
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ASystems Perspective on Existencein Light of
the "Best Possible Order" (Nizam al-Ahsan) and Its Implications for Addressing
Environmental Crises: With Emphasis onthe Thought of ‘Allamah Tabataba'l

Mohammad-Reza Sharifi' ®
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& Abstract

With the advent of modernity, ecological crises stemming from anthropocentric interventions in
the natural world have reached unprecedented severity. Anumber of scholars identify contemporary
humanity’s fundamental worldview toward the cosmos as a primary catalyst of these crises.
Furthermore, some critics attribute this destructive orientation to religious doctrines—specifically
within monotheistic traditions and Islam—contending that religious tenets have actively fostered
environmental degradation.

Conversely, a systems perspective on existence—as an essential prerequisite and strategic
extension of the Islamic doctrine of the "Best Possible Order" (Nizam al-Ahsan)—holds profound
potential to reform humanity's understanding of the universe and offer a constructive framework
for mitigating ecological crises. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study examines
the systems view of existence as a conceptual extension of belief in Nizam al-Ahsan and evaluates its
capacity not only to contain environmental challenges but also to refute unsubstantiated allegations
againstIslam, drawing uponthe Quranicand philosophicalinsights of ‘Allamah Tabataba'i.

==

According to the findings, anchored in Tabataba'm’s metaphysical and exegetical framework, the
cosmos across all its ontological levels and entities operates as a dynamic, interconnected system
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I'tibar (Normative Positing) in Value Judgments:
ANovel Realist Framework for Articulating the Structure of Values

AliAhmadiAmin 1®

& Abstract

The ontological status of i‘tibar (normative positing or conventional stipulation) in value
judgments constitutes a foundational inquiry in metaethics. Examining the relationship between
posited (i‘tibart) judgments and value realism plays a decisive role in elucidating the underlying
structure of moral values. This article proposes an innovative, realist reinterpretation of the role of
i‘tibar within the normative judgments of the human sciences. Its primary objective is to identify the
various modalities of positing and the structural principles governing them, demonstrating thati‘tibart
judgments—despite originating from mental construction and normative positing (ja‘l wa i‘tibar)—
remainfullyamenabletorational evaluation and objective adjudication grounded in moralrealities.

The proposed account argues that the structure of values rests primarily upon four dimensions:
(1) the matrix of human ends; (2) the traits and characteristics of the moral agent; (3) the objective
realities shaping the context of action; and (4) the intrinsic features of the action itself. Through a
critical analysis of four major paradigms in this domain—namely conventionalism, constructivism,
‘Allamah Tabataba'’s Theory of I'tibariyyat, and ‘Allamah Misbah Yazdi’s account of i‘tibar—this study
developsanovel, multi-stage framework for understanding therole of positingin value theory.

Utilizing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the research identifies at least five distinct types
of i'tibar in value judgments, which serve as the foundation for articulating the structural principles
of values: (1) compositional i‘tibar in real causes; (2) the i‘tibar of causality and causal efficacy;
(3) relational i‘tibar; (4) the i‘tibar of unifying symbols; and (5) comprehensive composite i‘tibar.
The findings demonstrate that all structural principles, along with the five stages of i‘tibar, can be
rationallyinvestigated, critiqued, affirmed, or rejected withinarobust framework of value realism.

Keywords: Value; Normative judgments; I‘tibar (Normative positing); Conventionalism;
Constructivism; Theory of I'tibariyyat.
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