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Thought

Mohammad Sajedinia' ®

Alireza Kohansal*®
Sayyed Majid Mirdamadj’

& Abstract

The relationship between religion and power is one of the longstanding and contentious
issues that has consistently attracted the attention of scholars in the philosophy of religion. Among
contemporary voices, Abdolkarim Soroush has offered a particular interpretation of this relationship
in a series of lectures, wherein he describes the language of Islam as a language of power and
violence. He characterizes the Prophet of Islam (PBUH) as a power-seeking and authoritarian figure
and considers the Qur’an, as the Prophet’s speech and discourse, to be filled with indications of
authoritarianism.

To support his claims, Soroush refers to a set of historical reports from the Prophet’s life (sirah),
which, in his view, indicate a link between the Prophet and authoritarian conduct. This article adopts
a critical-analytical approach to examine the narrative foundations of Soroush’s viewpoint. It argues
that the hadith-based evidence he cites fails to meet the established criteria for historical validity.
Furthermore, the article highlights the undeniable influence of political agendas during the caliphal
era in promoting an authoritarian reading of the Prophet’s conduct. It also contends that Soroush’s
interpretation conflicts with Qur’anic verses and the authentic Prophetic sirah, and ultimately lacks
comprehensivenessandscholarly consistency.

Keywords: Abdolkarim Soroush, Religion and Power, Prophet with the Sword (Nabi bi’l-sayf),
Authoritarian Prophet.
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An Epistemological and Ontological Analytical Evaluation of the Hypothesis of
Chancein Metaphysical Outcomes
Hamed Sajjadi' ®
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& Abstract

The main topic of this article is to examine the reasons for intellectual goodness and ugliness as
one of the principles accepted by the followers of the Imamiyya (Twelver Shi‘i). The primary part of
the paper analyzes the reasons that have been presented thus far through rational means to prove
intellectual goodness and ugliness. In this regard, the rational arguments for intellectual goodness
and ugliness, as they appear in theological texts (kutub-i kalami), are first mentioned, and then
rewritten and reviewed logically for further scrutiny.

The result of examining rational reasons is that they are incomplete in proving rational goodness
and ugliness. Of course, it should be noted that the inadequacy of these arguments in proving
rational goodness and ugliness is not a reason to reject rational goodness and ugliness; rather, it is
an opportunity to examine this issue and its arguments more closely. Due to the importance of the
subject, the author tries to clarify the weaknesses of the arguments in order to help researchers who
aretryingtostrengthenthesearguments.

Keywords: Goodnessand Ugliness (Husnwa Qubh), ImamiTheology (Kalam al-Imamiyyah), Human
Acts (Af‘alal-Insan), Rationalvs. Revelational Goodness and Ugliness (Husn wa Qubh ‘Aqgliwa Shar).
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Research Article
A Critical Analysis of the Historicization of Women’s Rightsinthe Qur’an(Inthe

Thought ofSoroush and Abu Zayd)

Alireza Yaghoubi '®
Mohammad Arab Salehi? ®

& Abstract

The theory of the ‘Historicity of the Qur'an’ (tarikhmandi-yi Qur’an), recognized as one of the
most prominent contemporary hermeneutical approaches, is predicated upon the premise that
many of the Qur'anic legislative precepts (ahkam tashriiyya)—particularly those pertaining to
family matters and women'’s rights—are not immutable, eternal laws. Rather, they are contextual
strategies tailored to the social exigencies of the era of revelation (‘asr al-nuzil). Consequently, this
perspective challenges the perpetual validity of these precepts, advocating instead for a prioritization
of the justice-oriented spirit of the Shari‘a over its historically contingent forms. The present research,
employing a descriptive-analytical and critical methodology, examines three primary domains: ).
Differentiated legal precepts (inheritance [mirath], blood money [diya], and testimony [shahada));
Y. The permissibility of polygyny; and Y. Male authority and maintenance (qgawwamiyya) alongside
female marital recalcitrance (nushdz). Proponents of historicity posit that these precepts served
as a gradual response to the pre-Islamic society of ignorance (Jahiliyya). Consequently, they argue
that with the evolution of social conditions, the aforementioned rulings have lost their objective
applicability (mawdd‘iyya). The findings indicate that the historicist approach encounters significant
methodological and interpretive challenges: First, it lacks sufficient intra-textual evidence andimposes
modern presuppositions upon the Qur’anic text (eisegesis). Second, it overlooks the systemic logic
governing Islamicjurisprudence and the principle of distributive justice (al-‘adalat al-tawzT'iyya). Third,
it reduces the enduring sociological and psychological wisdoms (hikam) underlying these precepts to
mere historical contingencies. Ultimately, this research concludes that the aforementioned rulings are
predicated upon a coherent system designed to maintain familial equilibrium and functional efficacy;
thus, the claim of their ‘historicity’ lacks sufficient scholarly rigor (itgan).

Keywords: Historicity of the Qur'an: Tarikhmandi-yi Qur'an, Women'’s Rights (Huqigq al-Mar’a),
Distributive Justice (Al-‘Adalat al-Tawzi‘iyya), Abdolkarim Soroush, Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd.
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Research Article
al-hakim), he demonstrates that religion possesses the capacity for adaptation to changing
circumstances while rigorously preserving its fundamental principles. This study briefly explores
the points of convergence and divergence between Mutahhari’s perspective and those of the
aforementioned modernist thinkers. It ultimately reveals that Mutahhari’s approach to change,
while inherently dynamic, adheres strictly to defined parameters that preclude the distortion or
alteration of the very essence of religion.

Keywords: Religion, Religious Knowledge, Change, Murtada Mutahhari, Primacy of Existence
(Asalatal-Wujad).
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Research Article
An Analysis of Master Mutahhari’s Perspective: Changein Religion or Religious

Knowledge (A Comparative Study with Muslim Modernist Thinkers: Soroush,
AbuZayd,andArkoun)
ZahraHajinia' ®
Jahangir Masoudi?®
Jafar Morvarid*

& Abstract

The present study examines and comparatively analyzes the perspectives of Murtada Mutahhart

concerning change in religious knowledge and the dynamism of religion. Drawing upon the
philosophy of the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujtd) and Sadrian trans-substantial motion (al-
harakat al-jawhariyya), Mutahhari maintains that religion, as a divine truth, isimmutable; however,
human religious knowledge undergoes transformation under the influence of the exigencies of time
and space. In contrast to certain Muslim modernist thinkers such as Soroush, Abu Zayd, and Arkoun,
he does not consider this change to be merely a byproduct of social conditions; rather, he attributes
ittotheinherentdynamism and internal capacities of religion itself.

In the present study, the definitions of religion and religious knowledge are first examined;
subsequently, Mutahhari’s perspectives are analyzed in light of Islamic philosophy. Mutahhari
posits two distinct dimensions for religion : the immutable (thabit) and the mutable (mutaghayyir).
In other words, while acknowledging change within religious knowledge, he concurrently maintains
a form of inherent dynamism within religion itself, contingent upon the premise that this dynamism
emanates from within—grounded in the structural framework of the religion—rather than being
an external imposition. By elucidating the principle of normative conflict (qa‘idat al-tazahum),
secondary precepts (al-‘anawin al-thanawiyya), and the prerogatives of the Islamic ruler (ikhtiyarat
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Seeking Recourse (Tawassul) to the Souls of the Imams(‘a)in the Light of the
Qur’anand Hadith: Rational or Recommended?

Mohammad Hossain Faryab'®
& Abstract

Tawassul (seeking recourse) entails imploring assistance from someone or something to attain
a desired objective. In the theological context, this practice possesses a specific semantic scope
and is manifested in various forms. Occasionally, tawassul is directed at the status and right (haqq)
of a person before God. At other times, it involves requesting those proximate to God to pray on
one’s behalf, meaning they are entreated to supplicate for the fulfillment of an individual’s need.
Furthermore, tawassul can be formulated as a direct request to these esteemed figures, imploring
them to act as intermediaries for the realization and fulfillment of the need. This practice occupies a
prominent position in Islamic, particularly Shi‘i, piety and praxis. This theological issue is applicable
both during the earthly lives of these revered figures and during their existence in the intermediary
realm (Barzakh). Adopting an intra-denominational perspective, a fundamental question arises:
which specific form of tawassul did the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) actually recommend? Employing an
analytical-textual method, the present article addresses this inquiry. According to the findings of
this research, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) primarily recommended tawassul through their right and status.
Direct tawassul to them, while not irrational, was scarcely recommended by them, and such a
procedure is rarely observed in the conduct (sira) of their contemporary Shi‘a.

Keywords : Tawassul, Rationality, Ahl al-Bayt, Barzakh, Souls.
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Research Article
Indicators of the Conceptualization of Tawhid (Monotheism)in the Thought of

Aga AliMudarris

Mohammad Reza Ershadinia!®

& Abstract

The technical mastery of the sage Aqa ‘Ali Mudarris in the articulation of Tawhid is evident in two
seminal works in the history of Islamic philosophy, namely Badayi‘ al-Hikam and Risala fi al-Tawhid.
From his perspective, the elucidation of theoretical and practical Tawhid constitutes one of the most
formidable theological issues. Consequently, he endeavors to ground monotheistic belief upon
a foundational epistemology, providing a rigorously argued and robust formulation in expressing
the principles culminating in Tawhid and offering a reasoned explication of its hierarchical degrees.
The articulation of ontological principles and the traversing of the degrees of unity—from general
unity (wahdat ‘ammiyya) to specific unity (wahdat khassiyya), and ultimately to the most specific
unity (wahdat akhassiyya)—signify the structured progression that he considers imperative for the
intellectual journey toward the personal unity of existence (tawhid-i shakhsi-yi wujad). Furthermore,
his methodical writing illustrates the continuity of the philosophical discourse and the dynamism of
rational inquiry during that era. Athematic and substantive analysis of these two treatises, alongside
an observation of the sage’s robust positions on the issue of Tawhid, reveals the precision and rigor
of transcendent intellection concerning the most pivotal tenet of faith. Consequently, this yields the
theoretical dividends of monotheismin the accurate explication of scriptural texts.

Keywords: Qualitative Distinction (Bayniinat Wasfiyya), The Affair Between the Two Affairs
(al-Amr Bayn al-Amrayn), Unity of Divine Actions (Tawhid Af‘ali), Personal Unity of Existence
(Tawhid-i Shakhsi-yi Wujad).
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