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2. Existential Vacuum.
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Research Article

An Analytical Review of the Hadith Evidence Cited by Abdolkarim Soroush
in Attributing Authoritarianism to Islam

Hamed Sajjadi’
Jahangir Masoudi?®

& Abstract

The relationship between religion and power is one of the longstanding and contentious issues
that has consistently attracted the attention of scholars in the philosophy of religion. Among
contemporary voices, Abdolkarim Soroush has offered a particular interpretation of this relationship
in a series of lectures, wherein he describes the language of Islam as a language of power and
violence. He characterizes the Prophet of Islam (PBUH) as a power-seeking and authoritarian figure
and considers the Qur’an, as the Prophet’s speech and discourse, to be filled with indications of
authoritarianism.

To support his claims, Soroush refers to a set of historical reports from the Prophet’s life (sirah),
which, in his view, indicate a link between the Prophet and authoritarian conduct. This article adopts
a critical-analytical approach to examine the narrative foundations of Soroush’s viewpoint. It argues
that the hadith-based evidence he cites fails to meet the established criteria for historical validity.
Furthermore, the article highlights the undeniable influence of political agendas during the caliphal
era in promoting an authoritarian reading of the Prophet’s conduct. It also contends that Soroush’s
interpretation conflicts with Qur’anic verses and the authentic Prophetic sirah, and ultimately lacks
comprehensiveness and scholarly consistency.

Keywords: Abdolkarim Soroush, Religion and Power, Prophet with the Sword (Nab bi’l-sayf),
Authoritarian Prophet.
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Research Article
ACritical re-reading of the Rational Arguments for “Intellectual Goodness

and Ugliness” (Husn wa Qubh ‘Aqli)

Reza Muhammad ‘Alizadeh*®

& Abstract

The main topic of this article is to examine the reasons for intellectual goodness and ugliness as
one of the principles accepted by the followers of the Imamiyya (Twelver Shi‘i). The primary part of
the paper analyzes the reasons that have been presented thus far through rational means to prove
intellectual goodness and ugliness. In this regard, the rational arguments for intellectual goodness
and ugliness, as they appear in theological texts (kutub-i kalami), are first mentioned, and then
rewritten and reviewed logically for further scrutiny.

The result of examining rational reasons is that they are incomplete in proving rational goodness
and ugliness. Of course, it should be noted that the inadequacy of these arguments in proving
rational goodness and ugliness is not a reason to reject rational goodness and ugliness; rather, it is
an opportunity to examine this issue and its arguments more closely. Due to the importance of the
subject, the author tries to clarify the weaknesses of the arguments in order to help researchers who
are trying to strengthen these arguments.

Keywords: Goodness and Ugliness (Husn wa Qubh), Imami Theology (Kalam al-Imamiyyah),
Human Acts (Af‘al al-Insan), Rational vs. Revelational Goodness and Ugliness (Husn wa Qubh ‘Aqglt

wa Shar).
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particularly in the case of the Seal of the Prophets and the Ahl al-Bayt, practical injunctions like the
hajj were observed literally. Since the Imams themselves were embodiments of spiritual perfection,
applying such interpretations to them—as if they needed to “attain recognition of their own
Imam” —is rendered meaningless.

Keywords : Imam of the Time (Imam al-Zaman), Ismailiyya (Ismailis), Ta’'wil (Esoteric Exegesis),
Hadith of Recognition (Hadith al-Ma‘rifah), Imamate (Imamah).
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Research Article

Analytical Study of the Hadith of Recognition (Ma‘rifah) and Its Esoteric
Exegeses (Ta'wilat) from thelsmailiPerspective
SafdarRajabzadeh'

Hamidreza Mohammadi?
Seyyed Majid Mirdamadi®

& Abstract

One of the hadiths agreed upon by Islamic theological schools is the hadith “Man mata wa lam
ya'rif imam zamanihi mata mitata jahiliyyah” (Whoever dies without recognizing the Imam of his
time dies the death of ignorance), known as the Hadith of Recognition (Hadith al-Ma‘rifah), cited
in both Shi'a and Sunni hadith sources. Among these, the Ismailiyya (Ismailis), in their doctrinal
discussions on the Imamate—including the attributes of the Imam, the necessity of recognizing him,
and the method of his appointment—have also referenced this hadith in their literature, particularly
under the topic of recognizing the Imam. The content of the hadith underscores the elevated status
of the Imamate to such an extent that failure to recognize the Imam results in a “death inignorance.”
Ismailis, consistent with their hermeneutical strategy of applying esoteric exegesis (ta’wil) to Quranic
verses and hadiths, have proposed specific interpretations (ta’'wilat) for this hadith. This article
employs a descriptive-analytical method with a critical approach to elucidate the Ismaili perspective
on the ta’wil of the Hadith of Recognition. Key findings include: The acceptance of ritual prayer
(salat) being contingent upon recognizing the Imam. Equating the recognition of God (ma'rifat
Allah) with the recognition of the Imam. Symbolizing the washing of both hands in ritual ablution
(wud@’) asan allegory for recognizing the Imam.

However, the Ismaili ta’wil of practical injunctions—such as linking the obligation of pilgrimage
(hajj) to attaining recognition of the Imam of the Time—not only lacks textual evidence from the
Qur’an’s apparent meanings (zawahir), the Sunnah of the Prophet, or the teachings of the Imams
of the Ahl al-Bayt, but also contradicts their historical practice. Throughout prophetic history,
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meaning-making and to elucidate their mechanisms of influence.

Keywords: Crisis of Meaning (Buhran-e Ma‘na), Doctrines of Islamic Philosophy (Ta‘alim-e
Falsafeh-ye Eslami), Meaning of Life (Ma‘na-ye Zendegi), Existential Crisis (Buhran-e Wujadi).
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Research Article
Application of Sadraean Philosophy’s Doctrinesin

Resolving the Crisis of Meaning
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Fatemeh Saidi-Nejat®

& Abstract

Technological progress, the scale and velocity of change, and the resultant ambiguity and
contradiction of information in the modern world have precipitated crises that increasingly render
human life meaningless, casting individuals into an unending void. The urgent need to discover
profound meaning in life to resolve these crises has prompted diverse intellectual schools to
prescribe solutions rooted in their respective foundations and ideologies. Islamic philosophy—
particularly the school of Hikmat al-Muta‘aliyah (Transcendent Theosophy)—as a profound
intellectual tradition with deep metaphysical foundations, offers efficacious doctrines that appear
to significantly contribute to generating effective meaning in life. Key principles such as the
primacy of existence (asalat al-wujud), the gradation of existence (tashkik al-wujtd), substantial
motion (harakat al-jawhariyyah), essential dependence (imkan-e faqri), and philosophical
rules related to causality (‘illiyyah), the faculties of the soul (quwa al-nafs), and others serve as
foundational teachings that aid in constructing meaning. In therapeutic frameworks grounded in
Sadraean philosophy, the proposed method involves an ascending trajectory from crisis behaviors
to the individual’s worldview, followed by a descending trajectory from the rectified worldview to
the treatment of dysfunctional and crisis behaviors. Since human actions arise from underlying
perceptions, altering one’s perception of existence (wujad) and the nature of the self (dhat)
leads to the rectification of behavior and the resolution of crisis symptoms. This study employs
a descriptive-analytical method to identify the impactful doctrines of Sadraean philosophy in
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Analytical Examination of Dreyfusian Artificial Intelligence (Based on
Heideggerian Existence) from the Perspective of Islamic Philosophy
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& Abstract

Artificial intelligence (Al) is a phenomenon with approximately a century of history, which, with
its current advancements, has become one of the newest and most significant technologies and
contemporary issues in the world. Nevertheless, fundamental research in the field of Al, particularly
within Islamic philosophy, remains very scarce. The most fundamental and crucial questions raised
in this arena are: Is the parity of artificial intelligence with human intelligence even possible? And if

so, how can artificial intelligence be constructed? So far, two prominent approaches in the field of
Al are cognitivism and connectionism, the realization of artificial intelligence according to both of
which is considered impossible from the perspective of Islamic and Western philosophy.

However, a third perspective, proposed by Hubert Dreyfus and rooted in Heideggerian
existential theory and Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenological embodiment, shares affinities with the
principles of natural philosophy of the soul (‘ilm al-nafs) in Islamic philosophy. This paper conducts
foundational research through a descriptive-analytical method to examine Dreyfus’s view on the
equivalence of artificial intelligence. Dreyfus raises two critiques: one based on the immateriality
of perception and knowledge, and another on the co-planar existence of corporeal and material
entities. He concludes that the emergence of so-called “artificial intelligence” is impossible.
Dreyfus argues that, according to Islamic philosophy, intelligence can indeed be attained. However,
the resulting intelligence aligns with the divine order of creation and thus cannot be labeled as
“artificial intelligence” in its conventional sense. Instead, it constitutes natural intelligence, where
humans act as the preparatory ground (moi‘d) for its formation and accelerators in the process of its
actualization (huduth).

Keywords : Artificial Intelligence, Islamic Philosophy, Human Soul (Nafs), Heideggerian
Existence, Dreyfusian Al, Merleau-Ponty’s Embodiment.

Date Received: June 20,2024 (1403/03/31 SH) Date Accepted: January 10, 2025 (1403/10/20 SH)
1. Level 3 Student in Philosophy and Islamic Theology, Navvab Higher Seminary, Mashhad (Corresponding Author).

Email: Mohammadmahdioveisil @gmail.com

2. Professor of Higher Levels in Khorasan Seminary, Head of the Department of Philosophy and Islamic Theology, Navvab Higher

Seminary, Mashhad. Email:mohamadesfandyari54(@gmail.com

3. Faculty Member, Department of Islamic Studies, Islamic Azad University of Mashhad. Email: 0945385439@jiau.ir

&

Journal of New Theological Teachings

@g @D ol 4 No6 - Autumn & Winter 2024-2025


mailto:Mohammadmahdioveisi1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mohamadesfandyari54%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:0945385439%40iau.ir?subject=

b

Journal of New Theological Teachings

%(o Vol. 4, No.6 - Auturmn & Winter 2024-2025

Journal of New Theological Teachings
Vol. 4, No.6 - Autumn & Winter 2024-2025
ISSN: 2676-4466 | EISSN: 2717-2384

Research Article

The Asymmetry of Loveand Virtuein the Thought of Ibn Qutaybah
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& Abstract

Human beings are inherently virtue-seeking and harbor love for virtue and perfection. However,
the nature of the relationship between love and virtue remains a subject requiring inquiry. lbn
Qutaybah al-Dinawari, a prominent scholar, posits a meaningful distinction between love and
virtue. He believes that, considering human characteristics and attributes, it is not only unnecessary
for love of virtue to be equal and commensurate with virtue itself; rather, there should be complete
separation (bayndnah) and detachment between them. In other words, the more virtue, the better;
but love for virtue should be moderate, and one must avoid excessiveness (ifrat) and deficiency
(tafrit) in this love and affection. This principle equally applies to vices and hatred toward them:
evenifoneisimmersed in vice, hatred toward such a person must be tempered with moderation.

This is while famous Muslim philosophers consider the relationship between love and virtue
to be an equal relationship, such that the intensity of love depends on the degree of virtue.
Furthermore, lbn Qutaybah conceptualizes the relationship between love and virtues as non-
essential, non-intrinsic, separable, and controllable. In contrast, Muslim philosophers maintain that
the relationship between love and virtue is essential (dariri) and inseparable (infikak-nashudan),
and cannot be intensified or weakened by advice, exhortation, or command.

Keywords :Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari, Virtue (Fadilah), Love (‘Ishq), Moderation (I'tidal), Muslim
Philosophers (Hukama).
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