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& Abstract

Employing a comparative-analytical approach, this study examines the sources of moral

knowledge in the thought of Shaykh al-Tusi and Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar. Its primary objective is to
investigate their convergences and divergences regarding the foundational sources of moral
epistemology—namely, reason (‘aql), revelation (wahy), and sense perception (hiss)—as well as the
doctrine of intrinsic rational goodness and badness (al-husn wa-I-qubh al-‘agliyan) and the dialectic
between reason and transmitted texts (naql).

The findings indicate that both theologians share a fundamental commitment to moral
rationalism. They regard reason as an autonomous source for discerning moral values, affirm the
objectivity and intrinsic nature of moral good and evil, and consider revelation a complementary and
elucidating guide for reason. The locus of their divergence, however, lies in the scope and epistemic
authority of this reason. Adopting a foundationalist and autonomous approach, Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar
posits reason asthe finalandimmediate arbiter of epistemicjustification (hujjiyyah), maintaining that
even thevalidity of transmitted texts ultimately depends uponits rational validation.

Conversely, operating within the framework of Imami ShiTtheology, Shaykh al-Tusi situates reason
within an integrated epistemological matrix composed of reason, transmitted revelation, and the
doctrine of infallibility (‘ismah). In this model of "guided rationalism," reason retains its foundational
primacy butreceivesits ultimate directionthroughtheinfallibleinterpretation of divine revelation.

This comparative analysis thereby reveals two distinct yetintellectually robust models of religious
rationality, both of which offer valuable insights for contemporary inter-sectarian dialogue and
constructive engagementwith modern moral philosophy.

Keywords: Moral epistemology; Shaykh al-Tusi; Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar; Reason; Revelation;
Rationalgood and evil; Sense perception.
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issuing edicts of excommunication and apostasy (takfir and irtidad) against fellow Muslims, opposing
the advancement of Islamic sciences, and, ultimately, disrupting sound sociopolitical governance.
The study concludes that a profound understanding of Tawhid and the cultivation of a rational,
monotheism-centered discourse can significantly advance the civilizational objectives of the ijtihad-
basedintellectual tradition

Keywords: Tawhid (Monotheism); Neo-Salafism; Islamic Revolution; Modern Islamic civilization;
Religiousthought.
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