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Research Article
A Critical Analysis of the Historicization of Women’s Rightsinthe Qur’an(Inthe

Thought ofSoroush and Abu Zayd)

Alireza Yaghoubi '®
Mohammad Arab Salehi? ®

& Abstract

The theory of the ‘Historicity of the Qur'an’ (tarikhmandi-yi Qur’an), recognized as one of the
most prominent contemporary hermeneutical approaches, is predicated upon the premise that
many of the Qur'anic legislative precepts (ahkam tashriiyya)—particularly those pertaining to
family matters and women'’s rights—are not immutable, eternal laws. Rather, they are contextual
strategies tailored to the social exigencies of the era of revelation (‘asr al-nuzil). Consequently, this
perspective challenges the perpetual validity of these precepts, advocating instead for a prioritization
of the justice-oriented spirit of the Shari‘a over its historically contingent forms. The present research,
employing a descriptive-analytical and critical methodology, examines three primary domains: ).
Differentiated legal precepts (inheritance [mirath], blood money [diya], and testimony [shahada));
Y. The permissibility of polygyny; and Y. Male authority and maintenance (qgawwamiyya) alongside
female marital recalcitrance (nushdz). Proponents of historicity posit that these precepts served
as a gradual response to the pre-Islamic society of ignorance (Jahiliyya). Consequently, they argue
that with the evolution of social conditions, the aforementioned rulings have lost their objective
applicability (mawdd‘iyya). The findings indicate that the historicist approach encounters significant
methodological and interpretive challenges: First, it lacks sufficient intra-textual evidence andimposes
modern presuppositions upon the Qur’anic text (eisegesis). Second, it overlooks the systemic logic
governing Islamicjurisprudence and the principle of distributive justice (al-‘adalat al-tawzT'iyya). Third,
it reduces the enduring sociological and psychological wisdoms (hikam) underlying these precepts to
mere historical contingencies. Ultimately, this research concludes that the aforementioned rulings are
predicated upon a coherent system designed to maintain familial equilibrium and functional efficacy;
thus, the claim of their ‘historicity’ lacks sufficient scholarly rigor (itgan).

Keywords: Historicity of the Qur'an: Tarikhmandi-yi Qur'an, Women'’s Rights (Huqigq al-Mar’a),
Distributive Justice (Al-‘Adalat al-Tawzi‘iyya), Abdolkarim Soroush, Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd.
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al-hakim), he demonstrates that religion possesses the capacity for adaptation to changing
circumstances while rigorously preserving its fundamental principles. This study briefly explores
the points of convergence and divergence between Mutahhari’s perspective and those of the
aforementioned modernist thinkers. It ultimately reveals that Mutahhari’s approach to change,
while inherently dynamic, adheres strictly to defined parameters that preclude the distortion or
alteration of the very essence of religion.

Keywords: Religion, Religious Knowledge, Change, Murtada Mutahhari, Primacy of Existence
(Asalatal-Wujad).
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