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Research Article
Indicators of the Conceptualization of Tawhid (Monotheism)in the Thought of

Aga AliMudarris
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& Abstract

The technical mastery of the sage Aqa ‘Ali Mudarris in the articulation of Tawhid is evident in two
seminal works in the history of Islamic philosophy, namely Badayi‘ al-Hikam and Risala fi al-Tawhid.
From his perspective, the elucidation of theoretical and practical Tawhid constitutes one of the most
formidable theological issues. Consequently, he endeavors to ground monotheistic belief upon
a foundational epistemology, providing a rigorously argued and robust formulation in expressing
the principles culminating in Tawhid and offering a reasoned explication of its hierarchical degrees.
The articulation of ontological principles and the traversing of the degrees of unity—from general
unity (wahdat ‘ammiyya) to specific unity (wahdat khassiyya), and ultimately to the most specific
unity (wahdat akhassiyya)—signify the structured progression that he considers imperative for the
intellectual journey toward the personal unity of existence (tawhid-i shakhsi-yi wujad). Furthermore,
his methodical writing illustrates the continuity of the philosophical discourse and the dynamism of
rational inquiry during that era. Athematic and substantive analysis of these two treatises, alongside
an observation of the sage’s robust positions on the issue of Tawhid, reveals the precision and rigor
of transcendent intellection concerning the most pivotal tenet of faith. Consequently, this yields the
theoretical dividends of monotheismin the accurate explication of scriptural texts.

Keywords: Qualitative Distinction (Bayniinat Wasfiyya), The Affair Between the Two Affairs
(al-Amr Bayn al-Amrayn), Unity of Divine Actions (Tawhid Af‘ali), Personal Unity of Existence
(Tawhid-i Shakhsi-yi Wujad).
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