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Research Article
ACritical re-reading of the Rational Arguments for “Intellectual Goodness

and Ugliness” (Husn wa Qubh ‘Aqli)

Reza Muhammad ‘Alizadeh*®

& Abstract

The main topic of this article is to examine the reasons for intellectual goodness and ugliness as
one of the principles accepted by the followers of the Imamiyya (Twelver Shi‘i). The primary part of
the paper analyzes the reasons that have been presented thus far through rational means to prove
intellectual goodness and ugliness. In this regard, the rational arguments for intellectual goodness
and ugliness, as they appear in theological texts (kutub-i kalami), are first mentioned, and then
rewritten and reviewed logically for further scrutiny.

The result of examining rational reasons is that they are incomplete in proving rational goodness
and ugliness. Of course, it should be noted that the inadequacy of these arguments in proving
rational goodness and ugliness is not a reason to reject rational goodness and ugliness; rather, it is
an opportunity to examine this issue and its arguments more closely. Due to the importance of the
subject, the author tries to clarify the weaknesses of the arguments in order to help researchers who
are trying to strengthen these arguments.

Keywords: Goodness and Ugliness (Husn wa Qubh), Imami Theology (Kalam al-Imamiyyah),
Human Acts (Af‘al al-Insan), Rational vs. Revelational Goodness and Ugliness (Husn wa Qubh ‘Aqglt

wa Shar).
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